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Fig. Ratel with radio collar (photograph: S,C)STRpWSKI, NWRC).

Seemingly devoid of fear, Ratels have been known to charge and attack intruders
irrespective of size, especially during the breeding season. Horses, antelopes, cattle and even
buffaloes have been attacked and in several cases severely wounded or killed (NOWAK &

PARADISO 1983). In KrUger National Park in South Africa an adult male Buffalo, Gnu and
Waterbuck have been found dead due to blood loss from an attack in the scrotum by a Ratel

(KINGDOM 1977). A Ratel has been observed in a fight with a 3 m Python in South Africa,
and after a 15 minute struggle the Python was dead and so mutilated that it looked as if it
had been run over by a train (KINGDOM 1977).

The study site

The Reserve is typical of semi-arid habitat that is found in the Arabian Peninsula (MANDA VILLE
1990). It lies on an open gravel and sand plain on the eastern edge of the Nadj Pediplain, in the
Arabian Hinterland physiographic province (SEDDON 1996a).

Substantial rain typically falls between March to May each year. There are no permanent
sources of water above ground level in Mahazat-as-Sayd, with ephemeral water pools existing for
short periods following heavy rainfall. The landscape is gently undulating with elevations from
about 900 m to 1,100 m above sea level. Three distinct zones can be classified according to
substrate and eight zones by vegetation (GILLET& LAUNAY 1990).
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Fig. 3. Close up head and front limb ora Ratel (photograph: F. LACROIX, NWRC).

reaching the end point the cage was repeatedly turned round and had been rolled two or
three times. Injuries to the fox suggested that the predator responsible had powerful jaws,
and the fox was skinned in places by long hard nails. Details of a necropsy report are as
follows:

Head: The head presents some lesions. The right ear is missing and there is a large open
wound at the base. A large perforative wound is present on the right side of the skull
maxillar bone. Nasal and front-sinusal osseous and cartilagineous structures are partially

damaged.

Body: The right hind leg was missing, cut at the distal third of the tibia. The right thigh
muscular mass is apparent as the member is skinned. The left hind leg is missing also. The
left front leg is skinned from the proximal end of the humerus to the distal end of the

radius/ulna segment and the muscle masses of these bone segments are present. A perforant
wound is seen beneath the scapula. The distal part of the member (tibia, metacarpus, carpus,

phalanges) seems to be chewed and correspondent bone axis are probably dislocated and
multi-fractured. Three distinct teeth punctures are seen.

Tail: The tail is intact and not damaged.








