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First record of Green Warbler Phylloscopus

nitidus in western Saudi Arabia

So OsTROWsKI AND Eo GUINARD

A L-KHUNFAH PROTECTED AREA (20,450 km2), in north-west Saudi Arabia,
consists of an immense sand/ gravel plain with low sandstone hills on the

western edge of the Great Nafud Desert. On 30 October 1997, we were at the main
ranger camp in the reserve (28°18'N 38°36'E) when our attention was drawn to what
we initially believed was a Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita. It moved rapidly on the
ground and frequently hovered to catch flying insects. We soon realised it was not a
Chiffchaff but a wing-barred Phylloscopus, and observed it for c. 20 minutes before it
flew behind the ranger house. It was subsequently observed feeding in the rubbish
dump in this area, both on the ground and in nearby Eucalyptus, and was still present
next day, when several photographs were taken (Plate 1).

Description
Approximately the size of a Chiffchaff. Upperparts and rump bright green, particularly on the
mantle. Broad and noticeable cream to yellowish greater covert wingbar and a fainter second
wingbar on the median coverts. Also a broad, long yellowish supercilium reaching ear-coverts
and meeting over bill. Underparts pale yellowish, with a lemon wash to the neck- and head-
sides. Upper mandible dark brown, lower mandible pale flesh with a dark tip. Legs dark grey.
No call heard. It was very active and moved constantly.

Because of the presence of two wingbars we originally considered that it could be a
Hume's Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus humei or a worn Yellow-browed
Warbler P. inornatus. However, it lacked white fringes and tips to the tertials, and
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