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(SD+/-1 07.6 days), and the minimum age at first calving

was 726 days old. Despite the likelihood that these data

on reproduction are influenced by the stress of

adaptation to a new environment, figures are very

consistent with data collected from Mahazat as-Sayd

and Taif herds.

Seven of the calves are of unknown sire. Six of the 13

males released at the same time reproduced at least

once, and four died. Three of these are believed to have

died as a result of injuries sustained in a fight with another

male. The caus~ of death of one female was unknown:

her calf was rescued by the ranger staff and released

the following year. Of the 19 females released in March-

April-May 1996 (second re-introduction), seven had

already given birth by the end ofMarch 1997. One male

released in 1996 died three months after its release, but

we were unable to determine the cause of death. Two

animals released in 1996 a male and a female,

disappeared in the autumn of the same year while

heading south-east into the desert. Despite intensive

searches by light aircraft and NCWCD ground patrols,

they have not been found.

By March 1997 the two wild Arabian oryx herds re-

introduced into the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia were

estimated to number 380 individuals (270 in Mahazat

as-Sayd and 110 in 'Uruq Bani Ma'arid), while the

captive herd at the NWRC, Taif, comprised 245 oryx.

'The NWRC is responsible for the captive breeding and re-introduction
of Arabian oryx and houbarabustards in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
on behalf of the National Commission for Wildlife Conservation and

Development (NCWCD).

Contributed by Stephane Ostrowski and Eric Bedin,

National Wildlife Research Center, Taij, Saudi

Arabia.

The initial re-introduction site for Arabian oryx: in Saudi
Arabia was Mahazat as-Sayd, a 2,200km2 area of desert
steppe habitat near Taif, east of the Asir mountains. The
area has been fenced to protect oryx: from hunting and
to allow the vegetation to recover. Since March 1990,
72 (32 males and 40 females) animals have been
released: thirty-four came from the NWRC captive
breeding unit and 38 from other private collections
(mainly from the ZooIogical Society of San Diego in the
USA and from Shaumari in Jordan). The animals are
followed daily by NCWCD ranger staff and monitoring
of populati<:>n dynamics as well as studies on the
behavioural ecology and reproductive physiology of the
animals are carried out by NWRC scientists. Tl:te
Mahazat as-Sayd population has increased rapidly{ 15-
20% per year) and was estimated at the beginning of
January 1997 to number 270 individuals. No
supplementary food or water has been made available
to the wild animals, as recovery of vegetation within the
reserve has been remarkable, providing considerable
optimism for the successful re-establishment of this wild
population. A simulation model based on observed rates
of productivity and survival indicates that the population
will continue to grow at an increasing rate for the next
few years, reaching 400 individuals by the year 2000.

The second site of re-introduction is the 'Uruz Bani
Ma'arid Protected Area, a 12,500 km2 reserve at the
western edge of the Rub'al Khali, or EmRty Quarter
(RE-INTRODUCTION NEWS 10). In February 1997,
17 Arabian oryx:, ten males and seven females aged
between three months and two and a half years, were
transported from the NWRC and released in March and
April. These animals will supplement the already
established population (RE-INTRODUCTION NEWS
II and 13). In total, 77 captive-born animals (NWRC)
and six wild born oryx: from Mahazat as-Sayd have been
released in 'Uruq Bani Ma'arid since January 1995. It
brings the total of released Arabian oryx: in 'Uruq Bani
Ma' arid to 83 ( 40 males and 43 females) individuals. It
is remarkable that no deaths related to translocation stress
have occurred, although the species is known to be
difficult to transport. Fifty-six animals have been fitted
with radio-collars and their movements recorded
regularly by Mr. Martin Stausse, postgraduate student
from the University of Pretoria, RSA.

By the end of 1996, 23 calves, 11 males, nine females
and three of unknown sex, had been born to females
released during 1995 and 1996. Of the 16 females
released in March-April1995 (first re-introduction) nine
had given birth once by the end of 1996 and six twice
during the same period. The mean inter-birth interval
calculated from seven females was 300 days (SD+/-
30.6 days). The mean age at first calving was 895 days

Ostrich Update, Saudi Arabia

Wild Ostriches breed in the Arabian Peninsula for
the first time in over 40 years :

In February and March of this year, ostrich chicks
hatched within the Acacia savannah of the 2,200km2
Mahazat as-Sayd Protected Area in central Saudi
Arabia. These chicks represent the first breeding by
free-ranging ostriches in Arabian Peninsula since the
last Arabian ostrich Struthio came/us syriacus was shot
in northern Saudi Arabia in the 1950s. They also herald
a new phase in Saudi Arabia's ostrich restoration project.

The death of the last Arabian ostrich marked the
extinction of the subspecies. Unlike other Arabian
endemics, such as the Arabian oryx, Oryx /eucoryx,
the Arabian ostrich was not represented in any captive
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